Election Day in US: Here’s what to know

Some results will be known soon after polls close in the eastern states (early on Wednesday in India). The national call will take longer — it took four days in 2020.
Watch for the seven swing states — these will determine the paths to the 270 electoral votes that a candidate needs to win the presidency
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TUESDAY IS Election [y in the United Stares
inwhat some commentators have desaribed
asthe most consequential presidential elec-
tion ever. And the rce 1o the White House is
a8 close as il peis.
Democraticnomines Kamala Hams hasa
shight edge over Repubican Donald Trumpm
the national polling averape as of Sunday (n
the LS} But the winner-Lakes-2ll Electoral
College systemn means the presidency wall be
decided by the way the soven so-called "swing
states” fall —and the race is much coser there.

Election mechanics

Americans do not directly vote for their
President. Instead, they vole to determine
the composition of the Elecloral College,
which elects the President.

There are 538 electors in the Electoral
College. and 270 is the majority mark. Each
statets allocated a specific nurmber of glector,
which is samewhat based on population.

Avote cast in favour of 3 certain candi
date is, in effect. meant to elect the candi-
date’s slate al cleaiors in astate, who are dho-
sen by the parties prio o the election. Towin
rhe presidency. 2 candidate needs to cobble
together victories in enough states 1o reach
the Z70 mark i the Electoral College
(with the zxmplm'\ of Maine
T pska | b kes-all systern,
wl:lﬂnmﬂrmﬂ\mm winsthe mmjl.tﬂmn
date in the statesecures its entire allocation in
the Elecioral Caollege. This makes the result n
ot stakes —which are either irmly Demo-
oratic or Republican — a foregone conclusion
Irefore the firstballotis st It also means that
certam states whene the race i particulary
dlose hinve outsize impartance i e election

State of the race

Seven swing states — Fennsylvania |
Electoral College votes ), Georgla and North
Carolina {16 each), Michigan [ 15), Arizona
{11} Wiscensin (10), and Nevoda (6) — hold
the key 1o the White House this time. Bath
the Harris and Trump campaigns have tar-
geted these states.

In 2020, Aonda. the largest swing state
(30 electoral voles ) in that election, voted de-
cisvely Republican —and will likely 2o lo
Trump again

The final The New York Times| Siena
College opinion poll published on Sunday
showed Harris and Trump leched in tight
races in all seven stares, well within the poll's

imargin ol enoc The Vice Presidenc |
ginal leads in Nevada, Narth Carolina, and
‘Wisconsin: the former President was just
ahead in Arizona. The races in Michigan,

Georgin, and Pennsyhvania, topether account-

ing for 30 ehectoral votes, were tied.

In 2020, President joe Bidenwon six of
these seven states (with the exception of
North Carelinal The party i not expected (o
do as well this dime.

What's at stake?

The stakes for the US —and the rest ol the
world — are extremely high. Since Trump's
surprise win in 2016, American pelitics has
continued to became stea more po-
larised. This political division is rellected both
in the candidates” policy positions on malor
issnes, and in the [ssues thiey have prinstised
in the campaign

ECONDMY: According o mast palls, this
is the topissue forvoters. Bideninherited an
ecanoimy banered by the Covicl-19 pan-
demic, and the rateof inflation has since gonz
from a peak of 900 in June 2022 1o 245 i
September 2024, The unemployment rate
Tas Rallen from 6.4% in January 2021 o 4.1%
in Doiober 2024, These pasitwes have no,
however, improved sentiment ameng com-
mon volers, many of whombeliewe theecon-
omy i domg badly. according o polls.

One reasan for this perception is that gro-
cery bills have remiined b ood is 22%
costlier since Biden's inauguration, and for
nuiny Americans, the cost of Ineinig s bugher
than four years ago, Trump has promised o

“make Armenica affordable again”, He has said

he will increase anl-cnlli ng fo recluce energy
costs. deliver lovaer inlerest rates [something
that the President does not control ), provide
Lax cuts 1o the tune of rillions of dollars, and
introduce anew 10 Tax onimports o in-
centnise domestic manufactunng.

Harris, on the ether hand, has promised
10 ban price-gouging on groceres, helpfirst-
time home buyers, increase housing supply,
raise the mirmum wape, and tax big bus-
nesses and richindividual s more o fund wel-
fare measures. She has been critical of
Trump's blanket impart tani[Fs polic

Experts say that both condidates’ pi
Torms will add 1o the ballconing defiar

IMMIGRATION: This was Trumg's pet
issue in 20016 and 2020, and it has been a
highlight of his 2024 campaign. He has
voved 1o seal the border with Mexico, and
increase funding for Immigrabion and
Customs Enforcement (ICE )L the agency that
polices immigragon into the US. He hasalso
promised tie biggest mass deportations of
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undocumented migranis in LS history.

Harris, too, has promised tough action
againstillegal migration She hasrepeated by
invoked her actionsas a public prosecutorin
dealing with human traffickers, and prom-
ised torevive a borcer control e that failed
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in Congress [in part due 1o Trump's objec-
tion}, which would cose loopholes in the
asylum process. and give the President
greater awthority 1o st down the border.
This has, howeves, invited criticism from
same people who would traditonally vate
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Admizsions Open

Democrat. Harris has been bufeted from
both sades on this issue — the Republicans
are saying she is not tough encugh, while
Ieft-wing or progressive Democrats are orit-
icising her for being too hawlkish.
ABORTION: The Harris campaign hopes
thiswall be her trump cared. The Vice lresident
has positioned hersell as a champion of re
productive rights, and has promised (o bring
national legislation on abortion nghts.
Abortion has been a huge concern for
women voiers afier the Consenative-major-
ity Supreme Cowrt overtumed the Lindimark
FRoey Wade verdhict in 2022, According to The
N Yarde Tirnes, 21 states have banned or re-
stricted abortions earlier in
pregnancy than what was
set by Roe v Winde over fve
decades ago
Trump has been shaly
ontius s — he has talen
credit for appointing the
thawe pucdees that cerented
the Supreme Court’s con:
servative majority, but has
avoided mllangmuch about
abortion. The Mew York
Times] Siena poll has found
that “the gender gap re-
mains wide acrss all seven staies, with Harris
the Envorite of women and Tramip prefermed
Dymen”, according o The Mevw York Times.
FOREIGN POLICY: The LIS is indi
imvahved in the ongoing conflicts inWest Agia
and Uleraine, Harris represents the stans quo
of the US foreign palicy. while Trump's isola
lignistm is seen as a major departure,
50, Harms has promised 1o keg,
poxt for Ulcraine Tor as fong as it alk
Trumphas hong advocated disentangling the
LIS from conflicts worldwide — inclucding
Uksaine. He has claimed
ate anend [othe war
Viadimir Putin “w ="
On the Ismel-Palestine issue. their posi-
tions are broadly similar. Harris has made
some outward gestures towands Malestinians
and called for an end to the war in Gaza, but
she has been careful 1o not be overy critical
aflsrael This has angered Amerncan Muslins
and young, college-going voters — both tra-
ditionally Demnocrat-voting groups.
CLIMATE: Trump has been openabout not
cring much for dimatechange, Dusing acanm-
paign rally last week. he said: "So they tallcall
the e abeout e pooan will rise inS00years,
one-ewghth of aninch, who tie hell caes?
During his dme in the White House, he
olled back hundreds of environmental pro-
lectons, pulled out of the Pans Agreerment
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{which Biden re-antered ), attacked electric
cars,and expanded the LS carbon footprint.
Climate scientists fear il elected Tromp will
dismantle the National Oceanic and
Armaespheric Administration{MOAAL which
doescrucial work to docament and restarch
Elobal warming and

nf dn]hﬁ :nrrﬂm-l'nl nergy.and provided
For edeciric vehicle tas or i rebsne pro-
grams. However, during her campalign she
has dropped her opposition 1o fracking,
much to the chagrin of emvironmentalists.
Onpaper at least. a Harris presidency ap-

pears to hold out more

hope for the planet than
Trump2 0.

Election Day, after

Although Tuesday 15
Election Day. voting began
as early as September. And
as af Sunday, more than 74
miillion votes had been cast
natiomaride — almast half
of the total number of
voles Cast in 2020 = in the
form af maik-in ballots or
earky in-person voting.

On Tuesday. most states will open the
doors to voting centres between 6 am and 8
am local time {6 am Exstern Time is 430 pm
i Time: & am Pacific Time is
. Polls will close a8 pmio-

Some results will be known soon after
polls clase in the eastern states. in 2020, the
Associared Press called the first states asearly
as 7 pm ET on Election Day [November 3},
while vating vas still on in most stares
However, the national race takes much
Innger to call — this & becanse states have
thorr own ules on when counting con begin,

In the seven swing states this palls
will close betweeen 7 pmand 10pmET(5.30
am-8.30am (5T on NovemberG). The eariiest
call is likely (o be about Georgia, which re-
guires that all early votes be counted by § pm
ET. North Carolina, Michigan, and Arizona,
which allow processing of early ballots be-
fore Bection Day, are likely to followe.

Counning. however could talke days in
Meva chiallows late-arrivieg mail bal-
Tots. and Pennsyivania and Wisconsin.which
donot allow pre-Election Day ballot process-
ing. In 2020, it had taken the AP four days to
call Pennsylania, which held upthe narional
call in Bavour of Biden till 1126 am ET{just
bifore 10 pr 1ST) on Navember 7,




